' AlTs of Alffembly paffed in May, 1751

An Aé& continuing an Act entituled, An Additional
and Explanatory Act to the A&t entituled, Ari
A& empowering the Commiflioners of the County
Courts, to levy and raife 'T'obacco, to defray the
neceflary Charges of their Counties and Parithes.

E it Enacted by the Right Honourable the Lord Pyoprietary, by
B and with the Advice and Cosfent of bis Lordfbip’s Governor, and

the Upper and Lower Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the
fame, Thatan A& of Affembly of this Province entituled, ~An Additional
and Explanatory Act to the Act entituled, As Act empowering bhe Com~
wmiffoners of the County Courts, o levy and raife Fobatco; to defray the
neceflary Charges of their Counties. and Parifbes, made at a Seffion of Af-
fembly, begun and held at the City of Asmapolis, the tenth Day of May,
One thotifand feven hundred forty and eight, be, and is hereby continued,
and fhall remain and be in full Force, for and during the Term of three
Years next enfuing, and to the End of the next Seflion of Affermbly, which
‘fhall happen after the End of the faid three Years, |

An A& for the more effe@udl Punifhment of Ne-
oroes and other Slaves, and for taking away the
Benefit of Clergy from certain Offenders: And A
Supplementary A¢t to an Act entituled, Au A
to prevent the tumultuous Meeting and other Irre-
gularities of Negroes and other Slaves, and direét-
g the Manner of trying Slaves. ‘

- ¢ HEREAS the Laws in Force for the Punithment of Slaves
are found infufficient to prevent their committing very great
| Crimes and Diforders, and that a farther Provifion is neceffary

* to keep them in proper Bounds and due Order ; and for a more tpeedy Me-

thod to bring themi to Juftice than is preferibed by the Laws heretofore

Be it therefore Enaffed by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary,
by and with the Advice and Confent of bis Lordfhip’s Governor, and the

Upper and Lover Houfes of Afembly, and #be Authayity. of the fame,

That if any Slave or Slaves fhall ‘at any Time conlult, adyife, confpire, or

attempt to raile any Infurreftion within this Province, or to murder or poi-

fon any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, or to commit a Rape upon’ any white

Woman, or to burn any Houfe or Houlfes, and be thereot conviét by Confel-

fion or Verdi&, or who fhall of Malice ftand mute, or peremptorily chal-

lenge above the Number of twenty Jurors, fhall fuffer Death as in Cates of

Felony, without Bencefit of Clergy. SR L

And be it further Enafied, That any Slave, who fhall attempt to burn
any chlling—Houfc, or Outhoufe contiguous to, or ufed with any Dwel-
D - linge
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